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APPEAL, &c. 


Iruth 7 the Chriſtian . 


n 


s no Perſon has writ 
with greater Strength 
of Reaſon, for the 
. natural and indiſpu- 
table Right, which all Men have 
for publiſhing their I houghts con- 
cerning their, Opinions of Religi- 
on, than the Author of the (trounds 


and Reaſms of the Chriflia Regis I 
A ſo | 


= to 
- 2 


; — Wi 


WT 2 ge 
ſo I am certain that neither He, 
nor any one elſe will take amiſs 
the Liberty I have uſed in this 
ſhort Eſſay; how much ſoever 
] differ from him in my Thoughts 
concerning the Truth of Chriſtia- 
nity. And this I ſhall endea- 
vour to do in as ſhort a Compaſs, 
as I can for the Sake of thoſe for 
whom I chiefly deſign this: refer- 
ring thoſe, who have Time and 
Leiſure, to thoſe more large De- | 
+ fences of Chriſtianity, which this 
/ 1 has Happily occa- 
1 
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* 
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No w the firſt thing ; neceſſary 
to be obſerved i is, _—_ is the on- 


| , 9” abſolute Proof; 3 or, as that Au- 
5 thor 
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thor is pleaſed to call it, the ane 


abſolute Ground, or Foundation of tlie | 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion?? 
He is pleaſed to make the Pro. 


pbecies of the Old, with their 
Completions, in the New Teſtas | 
ment, the only abſolute Proof of the 
Truth of Chriſtianity ; arid to af. 
firm poſitively, that Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles have placed it upon the 


ſame Foundation. But I muſt beg 


| 
| 
| 
ö 
| 


leave to differ from him for the 
2 Reaſons: 


ue . The Prophecies of the Old,and | 
the Completions of them in the 
New, Teſtament, cannot be ſaid 
to be the only Proof, or concluſive 
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ſtianity; becauſe they are only 


f one Part of the Evidence of his be- 


ing the Meſſiah; indeed it muſt be 
confeſſed, if He were not the Per- 
| ſon, whom the Prophecies in the 
Old Teſtament foretel his coming 
into the World, to make a New Re- 


velation of God's Will to Mankind, 
the Truth of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on would be overturned ; fo like- 


and Virtue, all the Pretenſions to 


© | wiſe if the Doctrine he has revealed 


in the New Teſtament, were not 
agreeable to the Principles of 
ſound Reaſon, Chriſtianity would 


be certainly falſe ; if any thing in 
the Chriſtian Religion were con- 
tradictory to the Moral Attributes 
of Gop; or to Moral Goodneſs 


[5] 


2 Divine Commiſſion would be 


groundleſs and falſe; but will 
any Man of Senſe ſay, that Pro- 


phecies, and the Completions of 


Propbecies are the only concl five 
Arguments for the Truth of Chris 


ſtianity ; when they are only ne 
Part of the Proof, which is uſed 1 


for the Truth of the Chriftian Re | 


; 
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; 
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Ain. 


VI TH the fame. Reaſon may ö 


the Author of the Literal Scheme 


ſay, that Seneca's Words about 
the Diſcovery of a New World 
is a Proof of Columbus's being raiſed | 
by Gop for the Diſcovery | of 
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America; or that he had a Com- 4 
-miſhon from Gov to make that | 


CS #7 © * * 


Dif- | } 


| 
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_ 4g is 

Diſcovery” to Mankind; as to ay 

that the Prophecies of the Old; 
and their Completions in the 


New, Teſtament, are the only 
Proof of the Truth of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion. Had Columbit 
 Sjoveds that he was the Perſon 
 foretold by Seneca, then | the 
Proofs, which he brought, joined 
W | to the Prophecy referred to, as 
E | deſigned to be completed in and 
| i by him, would have been an Ar- 
gument that Columbus was the 
{| Perſon foretold by S. But as 
no ſuch Proof was produced 93 
Columbus, from hence it is, that 
10 one itnagines him to have 
been prophefed about, or that 
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Senecas W ords (however ff poken 
Ae | in 


71 
in a prophetical Manner) were 
Proofs of his being ſent by Goos 
for that Purpoie. 3 


So 3 if any one n 
ſay that Senecas Morals, or Tully's } 
Offices are of Divine Inſpiration; } 
or that both, or either of thoſe 4 
Great Moraliſts had a Divine Com- 
miſſion to reveal their reſpective 
Doctrines to the World; and 
ſhould ſay this; hecauſe what 
they have delivered is agreeable Þ ; 
to ſound Reaſon ; and ſhould aver } 
this to be a Proof that what they 
ſay came from Gor; juſt as it 
had been ſaid by ſome, that the 
Purity or Reaſonableneſs of the 
Chriſtian Poctrines is 2 r of | 
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"T3 
their being revealed by GO Dꝰs 
Command to Mankind, in both 
theſe Caſes the Argument would 
be inconcluſive. For in none of 
theſe Caſes can it be properly 
and juſtly faid, that the Purity 
and Reaſonableneſs of Seneca's, 
or Tully's, or Chriſt's, Dodrines, 
are any Proof ; much leſs only 
and abſolute Proofs of the Divine 
Original of them: and tis exa- 
aly the ſame in other Caſes, if 


they are agreeable to the moral 
Attributes of GOD; or to the 
Laus of moral Goodneſs, they 


can in no tolerable Senſe be ſaid 


to be Proofs that they are revealed 
by Gop; nor ought ſuch Argu- 
ments to be brought as Pooofs 


of 


151 
of the Truth of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion; nor were they ever brought 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles as 
ſuch; but theſe are Arguments 
of that ſort which the Logici- 
ans call ſine qua non. They do 
not prove that their Author 
comes from God ; but only that 
he can not come from Gop, un- 
leſs his Doctrines have this Qua- 
lification. 


2. SINCE there are ſo many ! 
Miracles recorded in the New. Te- 
ſtament, and the Ends for which 
they were done, ate there men- 
tioned; theſe, joined to the Pro- 
Pbecies with their Completion, 

are to be conſidered as the any and. 
80 B * | 
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abſolute Proof of the Truth of the 
Chriſtian Revelation. Prophe- 
cies in the Old, fulfil'd in the 
New Teſtament, are never ap- 
pealed to by Chriſt, or his A- 
poſtles, as the only and abſolutc 
Proofs of Divine Miſſion: but 
only as Marks, without which He 
could not be the Meſſiah ; or the 
great Perſon who was to come 
into the World to demand Obe- 
dience from all Mankind. And 
as a Perſon, who anſwers all the 
Characters in the Old JTeſta- 
ment, might juſtly claim the 
Character of the Meſſiab; ſo by 
no other Proof but Miracles can 
it be made evident, that He real- 
ly was the Perſon he pretended to 
> | be. 


111 
be. And therefore, 3dly, If we 
carefully read the New Teſta- 
ment, we ſhall find, that Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles always appeal to, 
and make Miracles the only and 
abſolute Proof of his coming from 
Gon, and doing his Vill; as 
will be made appear by and by. 
Fulfill'd Propbecies (as I have al- 
ready obſerved) are not the Proof, 
the only abſolute Proof of a Divine 
Commiſſion to reveal Gop's Will 
to Mankind. 


; 


- 


Tazy are, as the Learned 

Dr. Clark fays, © the Cauſa ſme 
 & qua non; or as the Learned 
and Judicious Dr. Sykes ſays, 
« They are not brought, nor in- | 
B 2 tended, | 


| 


[12] 
cc tended, as Proofs of Feſus be- 
cc ing the Chr: ; but in all thoſe 
« Places, where real Prophecies 
cc are cited, they are intended 
«© to be Marks or Characters of 
« the Meſfiab, which in Fact a- 
« greed to Jeſus. When the E- 
cc vangeliſts tell us, what the 

„ pProofs of Chriſtianity are, 
be 54 ſay, Many other \ fans did 
eſus in the preſence of his diſ- 

4 12 but theſe are written, 
« that ye might believe that Feſus 
« 1s the Chriſt (a). And St. Luke 
“ fays, (b) Fefus of Nazereth was 


— 


_—_— 25 


* 


„(a) John xx. 30, 31. 
Y) chap. xxiv. 


[13 ] 
c a prophet mighty in word and 
« deed, before God and all the peo- 
« ple. And our Saviour himſelf 
« ſays (c), II had not done among 
c them the works, which none o- 
« ther man did, they bad not had 
« fin. If the Word Meſſiah and 
the Truth of the Chriſtian Re- 
velation fignify one and the fame 
thing, as they do in this Con- 
troverſy ; then I think that Pro- 
phecies fulfilled, are ſo far from 
being the only abſolute Prof of 
this Truth ; that they are only 
as Part of this Proof : and that 
Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, have 


(c) John xv. 24. 


never 


[ 14 ] 

never made them more than 
that. They have made the 
only abſolute Proof to depend en- 
tirely upon a ſenſible Fadi, which 
almoſt all Mankind are capable 
of paſſing a true Judgment upon, 
and in a more eminent manner 
upon this particular Fadi, his Re. 
ſurreclion from the Dead. And 
accordingly we find that the 
Jews, (when not ſo fully ſatisfied, 
as they ought to have been, that 
he was the Meſſiab, from the 
Miracles he had wrought amongſt 
them) - demanded ſtill a further 
Proof of his being the Meſſiah. 
They deſired a Sign from him, as 
appears in the following Places : 


(d) 


451 
(d) Then certain of the Scribes and 
Phariſees anſwered ſaying, Maſter, 
we would ſee a SIGN from thee. © 
(e) And the Phariſees came forth, | 
and began to queſtion with bim, 
feeling of him a SI GN from Hea- 


ven tempting him. 


And others tempting bim, 
fought of him a SIGN from Hea-. | 
ven, Now the Anſwer given to 
this by our Saviour is recorded 
in ſeveral Places, and is as fol- 
lows: (2) An evil and adulteraus 
generation ſeeketh after a Sign, and 


— 


(d) Matth. xii. 38. 
(e) Mark viii. 11. 


( Matth. xii. 39, 40. 


[16] 
there ſhall 90 Sign given to it, | 
but the Sign of the prophet Jonas. 
For as Jonas was three days and 
three nights in the whale's belly; 
ſo ſhall the Son of Man be three days 


| and three nigbts in the heart of the 
earth, And to the fame Pur- 
poſe, tho' not exactly in the 
| ſame words. And when the peo- 
| ple were gathered thick together, 
he began to ſay, this is an cuil 
generation they ſeck a Sign, and 
| there ſhall be no Sign given it, but 
| the Sign of Jonas the prophet. For 
for as Jonas was a Sign unto the 
| | 1— ſo ſhall alſo the San of 
| Man be to this generation. * 


6 


| * Luke xi. 29, 30. 
Wo” AND 


* 
- 
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| And ſo likewiſe in St. Mat- 
thew (); A wicked" and adulte- 
ron generation ſeeketh after a Sign, 
and there ſtall be no Sign given un- 
to it, but the Sign of the prophet 
Fonas, "and be left them and de- 
parted. And again in St. John 
(i) Then anſwered' the Fews, and 
ſaid unto him, what Sign ſheweſt 
thou unto ug, ſeeing that thou doeſt 
theſe things? Jeſus anſwered und ſaid 
:mto them, "deſtroy this Temple, aud 
in three days, 1 wall raiſe it up, 


——_— 
— — 


— — 


| mm a - : 
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(i) John ii. 18, 19, 20 Ge. | 
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Fews, fourty and fix 
"this; Temple in building, 


Then ſaich 


years aul 


and wilt thou raiſe it up in three 


Days ? But he ſpake * the Tem- 
2 3 2 


No this Sign (obe wit, his 
Death to fome determinate Time, 
and his Reſurrection to Life a- 
gain, at the end of that Time) 
is a ſenſeble Fact, which all 
Mankind, even the meaneſt and 

pooreſt of us, are capable of 


paſſing a true Judgment upon; 


and what was proper to con- 
vince every one of us, eſpeci- 
ally as it was foretold. by him, 
and made a Teſt of his Veracity 
of his being the Meſſiab; or f 
the 


a 


[19] 
the Truth of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion. It 1s therefore no wonder 
that upon this fingle Sign, and 
| ſenſible Fact the Truth of the 
Chriftian Religion is plainly and 
undeniably put by our Blefſed 

Saviour himſelf. . 


AND to uſe the words of the 
Learned and Judicious Dr. Sykes, 
* This is what every Body was 
« equally a Judge of; and what 
< the ignorant and moſt 1llite- 
« rate Jew might eaſily compre» 
« hend with the moſt leamed 
c and knowing Scribe. A Re- 
« ſurrection carried its own! E 
« vidence with it: for if a Man 

C 2 « were 


[ 20 ] 
were dead and buried, and 
aſterwards appeared alive, juſt 
as he forctold he ſhould, tis e- 
vident that God muſt be with 


him, and muſt ſet his Seal to 


confirm what ſuch a Perſon 
had ſaid. | 


<« Every body was Judge of 
ſuch a Fact; and every honeſt 


Man would, and indeed muſt, 


reaſon in ſuch a manner; and 


therefore every honeſt Man was 


under a Neceſſity of being go- 


verned by ſuch Evidence: and 


if the Providence of God 
were to permit an Impoſtor to 
proceed in ſuch a manner, with- 


out wy Interpolition, 'twould 
cc "DE 


[21] 
& be laying ſuch a ſtumbling | 
e Block in the way of his Crea- 
cc tures, that the wiſeſt muſt fall; 
c and ſuch a Snare as muſt in- 
« fallibly catch the moft honeſt 
« and ſincere. From all this, 
I think it plain, that our Saviour 
made his Death and Reſurre- 
Aion, after a fixed Time, to Life 
again, the primary and principal 
Proof of his being the Meſſiab, 
and of the I ruth of the Chriſti- 
an Religion, Not but our Savi- 
our made uſe of other Proofs for 
the Truth' of his being the Meſ⸗ 
ſab; but then I think they are 
al) ſubordinate to this primary) 
Ground and principal Proof. 


er 
4 OS. 
1 


[ 22 ] 


Tre firſt Miracle our Savzour 
did, after he had publiſhed his 
Doctrine to the World, was at 
| that Time the on) abſolute Proof 
of his being the Meſſiab, or the 
Perſon he pretended to be ; That 
{ ceaſed to be ſo, when a ſecond 
Miracle was wrought, then bey 
| became the only abſolute Proof; and 
| every ſucceeding Miracle encreaſed 
the Evidence, and added to the 
Force of the preceeding, ones, till 
his Reſurrection from the Dead ; 
and then all the Miracles joined to- 
gether, became the only and abſo- 
lute Proof. | | 


AFTER 


[ 23 ] 


' ArteRr his Wie 


Life again exactly at the Time 
foretold by himfelf, this ſenſibie 
Fact, or Sion foretold as it was) 
and given as a remarkable and 
unconteſtable Teſt, became the 
Principal, and as it is circun- 
ſtanced, it became an adſolute 
Proof of his being the Meſſiab, 
and of the Truth of the Chriſtian 
Religion; as will very plainly ap- 
pear to any one that will read o 

ver the New Teſtament with Ee 
- xacneſsand Care. 
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I cannoT bat. remark e 
condly, ; 
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Taar as our Stviour: himſelf 


has placed the Truth of his Re: 
ligion upon this great Proof, 


Growd, or Foundation; ſo his A- 
poſtles have done exactly the ſame 

thing, as plainly appears from the 
following Places. (k) Begiming 


| from the Baptiſm of Jobn, unto that 


| neſs with us of bis Reſurrection. 
| (t) This Jeſus hath God raiſed up, 
' whereof we all are witneſſes. (m) 

Be it known unto ou all, and to all 


| 


| ſame day that he was taken up from 


us, muſt one be ordazned to be a vit. 


— 
— 


* — g 
— — — 
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(k) Acts i. 22. 
(1) — i. 32. 
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the people of Iſrael, that by the name 
of Jeſus Chriſt of Nazareth, whom 
ye crucified, whom God raiſed from. 
the dead, even by him doth this man 
ſtand here before you: whole. And 
with great power gave the apoſtles 
witneſs! of tbe reſurreclion of the 
Lord Feſus: (u) And declared 
to be the' Son of God with power, 

according to the ſpirit of holineſs, 
by the reſurrection from tbe dead. (o 

If we believe on him, who raiſed 
up Feſus our Lord from the dead. (p). ? 
If thou ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth, 
the Lord Feſus ; and ſhalt believe in 
' thine heart, that God hath raiſed him 


_—_— 


— 


(1) Rom. 1. 4. 

(0) — Iv. 24. 

(9) —X 
| D from / | 


26 
From the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. To 
which many other Places e be 


added. 


Tavs I have laid before the 


| Reader, in as conciſe a manner as 
I could, what ſeems to be the only 
abſolute Proof, Ground, or Founda- 


tion, upon which our Saviaur and 
his Apoſtles have made the Truth 


| of Jeſus's being the Meſſiab, and 


| of his Religion ſolely and en- 
| tirely depend, 1 might eafily. 
| have enlarged upon each of the 
preceding Topicks: but as I de- 


fire this Controverſy may be 
brought into as narrow a Com- 
F paſs as poſſible ; 1o 1 intended to 
ſhew upon what Principles Chri- 
1 ſanity 


N 


N 
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ſtianity may be ſupported, in a 


plain and eaſy manner, adapted 


to the loweſt Capacities; and 
that I have no other End but 


to find out the Truth; and to 


treat of it in ſuch 4 manner, as 


becomes an impartial Rnquirer 
after it. bo 1 


f 


